
Lucca

The town lies within a circle of 16th century walls which, in the 19th century, were 
transformed into a tree-lined avenue; it has therefore maintained its characteristic 
medieval structure. The walls around the old town remained intact as the city expanded 
and modernized, unusual for cities in the region. As the walls lost their military importance, 
they became a pedestrian promenade which encircled the old town, although they were 
used for a number of years in the 20th century for racing cars. 
They are still fully intact today; each of the four principal sides is lined with a different tree 
species.
The Academy of Sciences (1584) is the most famous of several academies and libraries.

The Casa di Puccini is open to the public. At nearby Torre del Lago there is a Puccini 
opera festival every year in July/August.There are many richly built medieval basilica-form 
churches in Lucca with rich arcaded facades and campaniles, a few as old as the 8th 
century.
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