
Pienza

Pienza, a small town near Siena, is a rare example of Renaissance town building. Defined, 
from time to time, the "ideal city", the "utopian city", it represents one of the best planned 
Renaissance towns, where a model of ideal living and governing was realized thus 
working out the idea of a town able to satisfy the need for a pacific, civil and hardworking 
living. 
It represented the so called utopia of the "civitas" vainly cherished by people for centuries. 
Its location in the middle of Val d'Orcia, a wonderful and untouched valley, enables the 
town to perfectly embody the basic interest which the humanistic architecture gave to the 
relationship man - nature. 
The center of Pienza was completely redesigned by Pope Pius II in Renaissance times. 
He planned to transform his birthplace into a model Renaissance town. The architect 
Bernardo Rossellino was commissioned to build a Duomo, papal palace and town hall, the 
construction were completed in three year.
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